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What do we do?

Rescue dogs of good temperament who need new homes » Cooperate with and assist other rescues,
shelters, and animal control « Educate the public about how to oblain a companion animal.

LUCKIEST
Unlucky

By Sue Tominson

Onee upon a time, a pup was
born who was blind. Tuck-
ily for the pup, a kind tellow
named Patrick found her and
took her home 1o rwse and
lewiz, He named her Mia,
She was wvery happy wiih
Patrick and his fiancée Kellv
tor 3 yvears. Theyv took her to
the dog park across the stree 4
to run and play with other - l
dogs almost every day. She liked to play fetch with a ball
that jingled or rattled. Then Patnck pgol sick, and he and
Kelly had to move in with his parents while he was under-
going treatment. They could not take Mia with them. They
began searching for a dog rescuc that would help them find
another home for this very mice, young, blind dog

PPamck’s request went to several dog rescues, and one of
themn passed Mia's story on to Peppertree Rescue. Pepper-
iree 15 located in a different city from the one where Patrick
and Kellv live, and by the time that Pepperiree emailed the
other rescue o sy they would help find Mia a new home,
Putnick and Kelly had already taken Mia w another place.
Patrick and Kelly then leamed that people said the animals
were nol well cared for in this place, and Kelly drove there
as quickly as she could to get Mia back, Forlunately, Mia
seemed mosily okay from her short stay there, except for a
sore on her nose, So Patrick and Kelly had Mia back for a
few more days, until the weekend when she could be driven
to Albany to mect her new foster home and start to look [or
her new family.

Peppertree starled calling Mig Miami, and her new foster
mom started taking her to adoption clinics to show people
what a nice. loving dog she was. Evervone who met her
liked her, but for many weeks, no one liked her enough to
want to take her home. Then one day, four and o half weeks
alter she left Patrick and kKelly's house, Miami met Dianne
and Art at a Peppertrec adoption chime. There were look-
ing for a mee dog o keep their two greyhounds company,
because their 3rd dog had recently died. Dianne and An
had never thought about having a blind dog. How does a
blind dog find her way around the house? How would she
like the two greyhounds? Would she be able to take walks
on a leash with them? Well, Peppertree’s foster mom could
answer the first questiom - Miami walks slowly mn the house
unial she leamns where all the furniture is. She learns very
quickly, and she knows what the word “carclul” means
that there is something in front of her that she’s going to
bump into. The foster mom couldn’t say Tor sure whether
ar not Miami would like the two grevhounds, or how she
would do on leash walks with two other dogs, but Dianne
and Art thought Miami was a really nice dog who deserved
achance to come 1o their house and see how she would it in
there, So they took her home

As it turns out, Miami, now called Sophie, likes the two
grevhounds just fine, They are like big brothers to her. The
Grevhounds, Dianne and Art became her new forever fam-
lv. They will never replace Patrick and Kelly who gave Mia
her once upon a time, but they are just as important — they
are Mia'Miami‘Sophie's happily ever afler.

NOTE FROM THE ADOPTER: “Art asked me last week
if I have any regrets about adopung a hlind dog. 1 sad ab-
solutely not! Except for some safety precautions, we don’t
even think about her being blind, 1 know Pepperiree has
other blind dogs up for adoption, and 1 hope that potential
adopters won™t let this prevent them from getting a great
dog. Sophic knew her way around the house within the first
week. She is very smarl. She loves her big brothers and likes
o hick therr cars. She loves the snow and likes to make snow
angels! It is obvious to us that she came from a very loving
home and we will continue that Tor her, Sometimes 1 feel
sad that she has never had the jov of vision, but T remember
thit she has been given two loving hames. This is more than
a lot of dogs get, as we all know. S0, ves, Sophie 15 a very
lucky dog.”
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|t was with great anxiety that we kicked
off our 2010 Holiday Appeal last No-
vember. The economic recession that
we are all experiencing has spared
very few people or organizations. As
a result, Peppertree has recently ex-
perienced a significant number of
owners being forced to surrender their
dogs due to economic hardships and
home foreclosures. Many of these
dogs have come to Peppertree in
need of significant medical care as
their owners have had to forego medi-
cal care for their dogs as they strug-
gled economically before finally facing
the heartbreaking decision to put their
dog up for adoption. In addition to this significant
jump in veterinary costs, we at Peppertree were
also anxious as we approached the 2010 Hali-
day Appeal as we know that charitable donations
to non-profit organizations have decreased sig-
nificantly as the recession has dragged on. This
one-two punch had our collective stomachs in
knots as we approached the end of 2010.

However, as has always been the case, our Pep-
pertree adopters, friends, and supporters came
through once again for the dogs. | am happy to
report that we are actually running slightly ahead
of past years in terms of Holiday Appeal dona-
tions for 2010. While all these funds are neces-
sary due to the increased costs incurred in 2010
and those expected in 2011, the level of support
that we have received this year is a tremendous
tribute to all of our friends and supporters. It is
not lost on us that each contributor had to dig just
a little deeper and sacrifice a little more in order to
make a donation to the 2010 Peppertree Holiday

gsngwuty abounds sven when times ane hand

By Kevin Wilcox, Peppertree President

Appeal due to the poor economy. Words really
cannot express the gratitude and thanks that we
have towards each of you. While it may be the
Peppertree volunteers who care for, foster and
place the dogs, none of this is possible without
the incredible financial support of our larger Pep-
pertree family. You are all part of the Peppertree
team and we are simply in awe of your generos-
ity. This year Peppertree donors gave more and
earlier than ever, thus far contributing seventeen
thousand dollars to Peppertree Rescue. The final
donation of the 2009 appeal came in October of
2010, it's never too late to give. If you have not
contributed to the 2010 Holiday Appeal, there is
still time. You can send your donation to Pepper-
tree Rescue, PO Box 2236, Albany, NY 12220.
Peppertree Rescue is an all volunteer organiza-
tion with no formal location, every donation we
receive goes directly to helping rescue more
dogs. Again, thank you for your amazing support
of Peppertree Rescue as we work together to find
homes for these wonderful dogs. @

www.peppertree.org
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Tips to help keep you safe around dogs:

1. Check it's sweet - before you meet!

Before going up to a dog ask permission from its
owner.

Lots of dogs are friendly, but some aren't. The
owner can tell you if it is safe to go up to their dog.
But still be careful. Let the dog approach you -
don't chase it if it moves away, it might not feel like
meeting you that day.

2. To understand - they sniff your hand!

When meeting a dog let it sniff the back of your
hand.

Dogs have a sense of smell that is 50 times stron-
ger than ours. Dogs use their sense of smell to
get to know strangers. Using the back of your
hand keeps your fingers out of the way. Let the
dog come up to you and sniff - don't push your
hand under the dog's nose.

3. Chin or chest - that's the best!

After permission is given, stroke only the dog’s
chin, chest or shoulders and remember fo be
gentle.

Dogs don't really like being patted on their heads
by strangers. They might think you are trying to
hurt them.

4. To meet a pup - ask a grown-up!

Ask an adult before cuddling a puppy.

Mother dogs are naturally protective and may
growl or snap at you to protect their puppies. But
even if a puppy's mother isn't there, puppies can
bite, jump and scratch like older dogs— so be
careful and gentle. Puppies and adult dogs don't
like being picked up and hugged or kissed.

5. If a dog has a snack - keep well back!
Stay away from a dog that is eating or has a bone.
When they are eating, dogs might think you want
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to take some of their food if you try to pat them.
They want to protect their food.

6. Keep your face - out of their space!

Never kiss or put your face down close to a dog's
face.

It's just common sense for you to keep your face
away from a dog's teeth. Evenif it doesn't want to
nip you it could hurt you accidently.

7. Don’t run and shout - it freaks us out!

Do not run around or shout near a dog.

Dogs react to the way we behave. If you shout
or run a dog might chase or attack you. Playing
fetch or obedience games with your dog is better
than playing chase or tug of war games.

8. A dog's not a toy - don’t tease and annoy!
Never tease, hurt or annoy a dog.

Dogs can tell us to stop only by growling or biting.
Don't tease a dog by waving food or a toy in front
of it - the dog might make a grab for the food or
toy and hurt you by mistake.

9. Quiet and slow - is the way to go!

If you are scared of a dog, move quielly and slow-
Iy away from it.

Don't run. Stand like a tree - stand still, look at
your feet and keep your arms in front of you. Don't
scream or shout. Walk away quietly and slowly.
Don't stare at the dog as you move away. If you
stare, a dog might think you want to fight.

ANl information is: Crown Copyright, New Zealand Depart-
ment of Infernal Affairs.

ree.org
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MEXICAN RADIO
GOES TO THE DOGS!

SUNDAY

- MEXICAN RADIO
menus and reviews at www.mexrad.com m' .Y

* 25% OF EVERY MEAL SOLD WILL BPENEFIT PEPPERTREE RESCUE-
TO SAVE AND FIND HOMES FOR WONDERFUL DOGS! *ENJOY
DELICIOUS FOOD, DRINK, AND GREAT COMPANY! * ALSO SERVING
VEGETARIAN, VECAN, AND CLUTEN-FREE MEALS!

Pappertres Rescue Inc.

PO Box 2386
Albany, NY 12220
[518) 435-7426

PEPPERTREE
Rescue@peppertree.org RESCUE

wWww.peppertree.orqg
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DOG
PARK

101

By Patrice O’ Connor

OMT leash dog parks can be a wonderful experience tor both
dogs and owners, Dog parks are a great place for dogs 1o
run, exercise and burn oft some steam. They also can be a
place for dogs to socialize and learn appropriate dog hehay-
ior as long s everyone follows the posted rules and some
simple, yet important, etiquette.  Basic manners and goad
Jjudgment will result in a good time had by all.

# Know vour dog! This is probably the most important
rule of etiquette. Know vour dog’s temperament, behavional
issues, sensitivities, and triggers. Completing a basic obe-
dience class prior to visiting dog parks is very helplul o
knowing what you can expect from your dog in a mulliple
dog selbng,

& Do nod bnng dogs less than four months of age to a dog
park, Puppics may not have all of their immunizations and
may be more susceplible o parasites and communicable
disease. Puppics could be nadvertently harmed by the play
of larger, hoisterous adult dogs,

@ Only bring an immunized and healthy dog to the dog
park. Your dog should be up-to-date on the basic vaccines
and should not ¥isit if' i1l with a contagious disease such as
mange, kennel cough, coccidian, giardia or olher parasites.
Generally speaking if your dog has loose stool or is cough-
ing, stay away trom the park until he/she is fechng better,

& Please clean up after your dog. Dogs tend to “do their
business™ upon arriving at the dog park, Pleasc watch your
dog carefully and clean up after him/her prompily!

% Follow the posted rules. Many community dog parks
have specific rules in place thal were writlen to ensure the

safety of hoth dogs and owners,

& Open and close safety gates one at a time and only un-
leash your dog within the safety gates.

 Slay conscicus of the environment and watch what vour

dog 18 doing at all times. It’s fun for humans to socialize at
dog parks, but it’s your responsibility to know where vour
dog is and what he/she is doing at all times.

W Bemove pronged, spike, or choke collars while inside
the parl.

@ 3o not bring in rawhide or weats, High value treats can
caust dog sculfles or fights,

& Don’i bring more dogs than vou can handle or keep vour
eye on.

% Young children should not visit dog parks. Depending
on the size and energy level of the dogs playving, a voung
child could easily be injured. and not all dogs have great
manners when it comes to kids, The dog park is a place for
dogs. and adulis.

% Beresponsible tor vour dog’s behavior. If your dog digs
i hole, fill it [f he‘she destroys another dog's toy, offer to
replace it. If your dog injures another dog, ofTer 1o pay Tor
medical costs.

& Please respeet the layout of the park regarding large and
small dog areas. Many parks have separate areas for petite
guys and gals. Do not let vour large dog enter these arcas.

&

www.peppertree.org
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A hiy Peppertree Shank vou to Jack and Kendall Me-
Cann, Their family has a Peppevtvee dog, and they de-
cided t donate over 370 in coins to Peppertree Rescue,
which they delivered to us at a clinic just before Christ-
mas. Among the coin jar was also twa Russian rubles,
a coin from Belgium, and a video game token! Thanks
for thinking of Peppertree Jack and Kendadl, every do-
nation helps us help the dogs.



